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Enhancing Japanese International Students’ Opportunities for Socializing in English during Their
Study Abroad
Yoshifumi Fukada Toyo University, Professor

Japanese students enroll in study abroad (SA) programs in English-speaking countries to
improve their English proficiency through target language (TL) socializing. This involves engaging in
social practices and interactions with locals and individuals from other nations in English. However,
language acquisition during SA is not an “inevitable, effortless, or osmotic process” (Kinginger, 2009,
p.114). Therefore, students must proactively seek out socializing opportunities, utilizing their agency
as a socioculturally mediated capacity to act (Ahearn, 2001).

This study examines the self-initiated, TL-mediated socializing of Japanese undergraduate
students as part of a longitudinal qualitative study. Data were collected from nine students using
various research techniques, including pre-surveys, network mapping, informal interviews, reflective
writing, and diary entries. Analysis employed a thematic coding technique within the frameworks of
situated learning (Lave & Wenger, 1994) and affinity space (Gee, 2004). The findings highlight the
dynamic, fluid, and temporal nature of international students' socializing and the ecological
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Case report: Practicing CLIL to teach sustainability and English focusing on qualitative analysis of
students’ changing view on learning

Ryohei Onishi Tokyo University of Foreign Studies, Doctoral Student

This presentation reports a case of CLIL-based English reading class practiced by the presenter, with
SDGs as content delivered to CEFR Bl-level university students. The presenter is a professional
interpreter and a part-time instructor at a university in Kyoto. Since this was a new practice for the
presenter, reflective journals were taken after each class to enable action research later. In retrospect,
the journals provided the presenter with lessons to learn when practicing CLIL with SDGs. With the
lessons in mind, this research aims at developing future educators of English that can practice CLIL

to teach sustainability.
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Recent Activities on Australia-Japan Network for Energy Transition and Critical Materials
Mikio Ouchi Curtin University, Adjunct Professor
Kenji Mishima Fukuoka University, Professor

Hussein Znad Curtin University, Associate Professor

Early 2023, Curtin University and Fukuoka University established jointly the first collaborative
research network for critical materials and energy transition between Australia and Japan, funded
by the Australian Government Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade, and Australia-Japan
Foundation. In this presentation, results on the workshops at Fukuoka, and Perth (Australia) would

be reported and discussed on future areas of research and education.
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